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Jo Allen, Ph.D., Meredith College Class of 1980, took office as the eighth 

president of the College on July 1, 2011. She is the first Meredith College 

alumna to assume leadership of the 130-year-old institution, one of the 

largest private colleges for women in the United States. Allen brought her 

extensive experience as a faculty member, administrator, and scholar to 

her current role. 

 

A North Carolina native, Allen earned her master’s degree from East 

Carolina University and her doctorate from Oklahoma State University. 

Both her M.A. and her Ph.D. are in English literature, with an emphasis in Technical and Professional 

Communication. Her B.A. from Meredith is also in English. She served as tenured associate professor of 

English at East Carolina University and at North Carolina State University in addition to her 

administrative roles. Dr. Allen was an American Council on Education Fellow at the University of Virginia. 

 

Allen has made numerous contributions to the advancement of higher education. She has been the 

featured speaker and facilitator at programs including the American Council on Education Chief 

Academic Officers Institute and the Pennsylvania State University’s Academic Leadership Academy. She 

has also served as president of the Association of Teachers of Technical Writing, the largest international 

scholarly organization for technical and professional communication scholars. She was a Commissioner 

for Middle States Commission on Higher Education, for whom she also led training workshops on 

assessment and led site visits for regional and international institutions’ accreditation. She also served 

on the Board of Trustees and has been a frequent site reviewer for the Southern Association of Colleges 

and Schools (SACS) Commission on Colleges.  She has been a site reviewer for the American Bar 

Association.  She also served on the board of the Association of American Colleges of Teacher Education. 

President Allen has published and presented in more than 200 regional, national, and international 

scholarly venues, focusing on communication, assessment, and leadership in higher education.  

 

She has been recognized by Meredith College as a Distinguished Alumna and by East Carolina University 

as an Outstanding Woman of ECU. 

 

Currently, she is past chair of the Executive Board and served on the Audit Committee and the 

Administration Committee for the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU). 

She is also the past treasurer and current chair of the North Carolina Independent Colleges and 

Universities (NCICU). She serves on the Presidents’ Council of the Cooperating Raleigh Colleges and 

chairs the Presidents’ Council of USA South, Meredith’s athletic conference. 


