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Judge Stephen Alexander Vaden
Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Judge Stephen Alexander Vaden was appointed as the
Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
on July 7, 2025. Alongside Secretary Brooke L. Rollins,
Deputy Secretary Vaden leads the Department’s
operations and implements policies that support
America’s food and farm systems. A native of Union City,
Tennessee, Deputy Secretary Vaden brings expertise in
agricultural policy, law, and rural development. Previously, he served as a judge on the U.S. Court of
International Trade and as General Counsel of USDA. Throughout Deputy Secretary Vaden’s time as
General Counsel, he led successful Supreme Court litigation, advanced regulatory reform, and
supported the implementation of the 2018 Farm Bill. He is a graduate of Yale Law School and
Vanderbilt University. A public servant with strong agricultural roots, Deputy Secretary Vaden is
committed to revitalizing rural America and ensuring an abundant, affordable, and safe U.S. food

supply.




