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Rebecca Villarreal is a Senior Director at Jobs for the Future’s 
Center for Justice & Economic Advancement. Her work focuses 
on building comprehensive talent development strategies that 
increase economic opportunity for individuals and economic 
prosperity for communities with a focus on economic mobility 
for individuals who have been involved with the criminal legal 
system. She has 20 years of experience facilitating complex 
partnerships and collaborations between departments of corrections, education and training 
providers, state workforce and education systems, and community-based organizations in service of 
learners from historically excluded populations, such as people with a conviction history, students of 
color, and students from low-income backgrounds. Prior to JFF, Rebecca worked for nearly seven 
years in private philanthropy serving as the Director of Education Philanthropy at Ascendium and a 
Program Officer at The Kresge Foundation. Rebecca has a doctorate and master’s in education policy 
and leadership from the University of Maryland, and a bachelor’s of journalism in strategic 
communications from the University of Missouri School of Journalism. 


